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First ALFA tutor meeting

Mexico City, March 24-28, 2003
Participants: C. Avila (Univ. Andes), A. Cabal (CEADEN), G. Herrera (CINVESTAV), D. Huguenin (Univ. Torino), L. Montano (CINVESTAV), L. Ramello (Univ. Piemonte Orientale), P. Van Espen (Univ. Antwerp)

The first meeting of tutors for the ALFA Programme took place in Mexico City during March 24-28, 2003. During the first three days participants attended the VII Mexican Symposium on Medical Physics (VII SMFM) at UNAM (Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico), Mexico City; two contributions were presented, as indicated in the following table.

	L. Ramello
	“Results about imaging with silicon strips for Angiography and Mammography”

	A. Cabal
	“Monte Carlo simulation of a silicon strip detector response for angiographic applications. First approach.”


This first part was very useful in establishing contacts among the tutors and also with interested students from the Latin American countries, as well as with colleagues from UNAM (Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico), who organized the symposium together with CINVESTAV. The full program of the VII SMFM is given in a separate document.
The meeting then continued for two more days at CINVESTAV, Mexico City, with the following schedule:

	L. Ramello
	Presentation of the Italian groups (U. Piemonte Orientale, U. Torino), status of the research and of the Ph.D. studies concerning medical physics.

	L. Ramello
	Report on the research and Ph.D. studies concerning medical physics carried out at Univ. Algarve (on behalf of M. Abreu).

	L. Montano
	Presentation of the CINVESTAV group, its research and teaching activities, available and foreseen equipment for medical physics.

	P. Van Espen
	Presentation of the U. Antwerp group, its research and teaching activities, available equipment for X-ray analysis.

	A. Cabal
	Presentation of the CEADEN group, its research and teaching activities connected to medical physics.

	C. Avila
	Presentation of the Univ. Andes group, its research and teaching activities in the filed of medical physics.

	G. Herrera
	Additional training possibilities at CINVESTAV, concerning Phase Contrast radiography and Diffraction Enhanced imaging, and related X-ray equipment being acquired.

	D. Huguenin
	Presentation of administrative procedures and budget issues for the operation of the ALFA Programme.

	All participants
	Discussion of the budget and of the schedule for the first year of operation.


The second part of the meeting was useful to clarify the complementary training possibilities for students offered by the different partner institutions, and to define precisely the administrative requirements. On the basis of the discussion at the meeting, the program of grants for the first year was slightly modified with respect to the initial estimate; the updated list of student mobility for year 2003 is given in the following table. 

	Direction
	Student Home Institution
	Host Institution
	Duration

	LA ( EU
	Univ. Andes 
	Univ. Torino
	6 months

	LA ( EU
	CEADEN
	Univ. Antwerp
	3 months

	LA ( EU
	CEADEN
	Univ. Antwerp
	3 months

	LA ( LA
	Univ. Andes
	CINVESTAV
	3 months

	EU ( LA
	Univ. Torino
	CEADEN
	3 months


Finally, it was decided to hold the second tutor meeting in Cuba at the end of October, 2003.
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